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.Tames; Rennetl
30123 Rancho Caiifornia Rd, #617
'I'emecula. CA92592

Dear.lames Rennett:

This letter is to acknolvleclge receipt of your recent complaint against a Califor.nia
jiidge(s)' We appreciate youl time and efftrrt in bringing tliis matter to the commissir:rn's
attention. We are presently reviewing thii; information anil, if further information is needed, you
will be contacted. You will be advised in rvriting, at a later date, o1'the cornmission'rs action in
this matter.

To give you somc informatiort about the process, each complaint about a.judge is voted
upon by the commission. When a cornplaint states f'acts which could be misconduct, jf the facts
are true and there is not another explanation for what happened, the, commission typir;ally opens
an investigation. The commission's staff will interview r,vitnesses, review dr:cuLments or files and
conduct other investigation. If there is sufficient evidence supporli.ng the complaint, r.he judge
will be contacted and asked to respond to the allegations. The commission then reviervs the
available evidence, and the judge's response if the judge was contar;ted, to make a deil:rmination
whether misconduct has occurred. Misconduct must be established by clear and convi.ncing
eviderlce. a higher stand,ard than is rerlr:ired in cirril r-.a,ses bqt lor^rer than in clinina! q:Lses. If the
evidence does not support a finding of misconduct, the cornmission will close tlhe cas,:,. The
commission may also close the case i{'the misconduct u,as relatively minor and the judge has
acknowledged the problem ancltaken si;eps tc plevent it from happening again. If the evidence
supports a finding of misconduct and the commission determines thLat discipline may be
approllriate, the commission may proceed to irnpose discipline.

It may also be helpful to explain thal the Commission on Ju,Jicial Performancr: is not a
court. It does not have the authority to reverse ajudge's decision, rnove your case to another
department or court, disqualify a judge or otherwise get involved in your case. The commission's
role is limited to review'ing allegations ofjudicial misconduct. A juLdge's legal rulings and
discretionary decision-rnaking, n'ithout more, are not a basis for rer,'iew by the commission.
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Even if a judge's decision is later determined by an appellate court to be legally incorrect,
that by itself is not a violation of the Code of Ethics and is nof misconduct. A judgi,s legal error
might be a basis for investigation by this commission if there is sufficient evidence of bad faith,
bias, abuse of authority, disregard for fundamental rights, intentional disregard of the law or any
purpose other than the faithful discharge ofjudicial duty,

Lastly, our office is not able to provide legal advice. If you wish to determine what legal
avenues are available to you, you might consider contacting an attorney or legal services
provicler to see if they can help you.

Very truly yours,

Gina Vieyra
Secretary to Staff Counsel
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